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Management Summary 
 
This report describes a cultural resources assessment for the proposed DCT 167 Landing Project, 
Pierce County, Washington. DCT Industrial Operating plans to construct commercial/industrial 
buildings and associated infrastructure, parking and stormwater detention ponds on two tax 
parcels next to Highway 167, north of Sumner. This assessment was developed to identify any 
previously recorded archaeological or historic sites at the project location and evaluate the 
potential for the project to affect cultural resources. No previously recorded cultural resources 
are located in or adjacent to the project boundary. Assessment did not identify significant 
potential for cultural resources that could be affected by this project. 
 
1.  Administrative Data 
 
Report Title: Cultural Resources Assessment for the DCT 167 Landing Project, Pierce County, 
Washington. 
 
Author: James Schumacher 
 
Report Date: October 5, 2015 
 
Location: The project is located on two Pierce County tax parcels, at 3401 West Valley 
Highway East, on the north side of Sumner. The tax parcels are 0420132011 and 0420132013. It 
is located in Sections 13 and 14, Township 20 North, Range 04 East, Willamette Meridian 
(Figure 1). The subject property is located between industrial parking lots to the north and south, 
Highway 167 to the east, and Highway 24 (West Valley Highway East) to the west. 
 
USGS 7.5’ Topographic Map (s): Puyallup, WA (1994) and Sumner, WA (1990) 
 
Total Area Involved: Approximately 37 acres. 
 
Objective (Research Design):  This assessment was developed as a component of 
preconstruction environmental review with the goal of ensuring that no cultural resources are 
disturbed during construction of the proposed project by determining the potential for any as-yet 
unrecorded archaeological or historic sites within the project area. This project requires oversight 
from the US Army Corps of Engineers, as the proposed undertaking includes alterations to 
wetlands. CRC’s work was intended, in part, to assist in addressing federal agency 
responsibilities regarding the identification of potential impacts to archaeological and historic 
sites in compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as well 
as state laws and regulations protecting cultural resources (e.g., RCW 27.44, RCW 27.53). Under 
Section 106, agencies involved in a federal undertaking must take into account the undertaking’s 
potential effects to historic properties (36 CFR 800.16(l)(1); NPS 1991). The Washington State 
Archaeological Sites and Resources Act (RCW 27.53) prohibits knowingly disturbing 
archaeological sites without a permit from the Washington Department of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation (DAHP), and the Indian Graves and Records Act (RCW 27.44) prohibits 
knowingly disturbing Native American or historic graves. 
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Assessment methods consisted of review of available project information, local environmental, 
cultural, and historical information, and records on file at DAHP, as well as field investigations. 
CRC also contacted cultural resources specialists with the Duwamish Tribe, the Muckleshoot 
Tribe, the Puyallup Tribe, and the Snoqualmie Nation to inquire about project-related cultural 
information or concerns (Attachment A). At the time this assessment was completed, no 
response indicating any areas of concern had been received; however, if new information is 
provided, it would be incorporated into a revision of this document. This assessment utilized a 
research design that considered previous studies, the magnitude and nature of the project, the 
nature and extent of potential effects on historic properties, and the likely nature and location of 
historic properties within the project area, as well as other applicable laws, standards, and 
guidelines (per 36CFR800.4 (b)(1)). 
 
Recorded Cultural Resources Present: Yes [ ]  No [x] 
No cultural resources have been previously recorded in the project location. 
 
Project Background: Soundview Consultants, on behalf of DCT Industrial Operating, requested 
this assessment for an agricultural site still under design. Planned construction will include 
commercial/industrial buildings and associated infrastructure, parking, and stormwater detention 
ponds on Pierce County Tax Parcels 0420132011 and 0420132013. The project may require 
filling approximately 0.5-acre of wetland and ditches, in addition to onsite mitigation in the form 
of wetland enhancement and wetland recreation. For purposes of this assessment, the area of 
potential effects (APE) for this project is understood to be the parcels described above and 
depicted on attached maps.  
 
In 2013, the two parcels that are the subject of this assessment underwent a cultural resources 
evaluation by Tierra Right of Way Services, which was conducted in advance of planned 
development that was not initiated (Solmo and Kelly 2013). The project proposed at that time 
included construction of a warehouse, parking area, and modification of wetland habitat on 
Pierce County Tax Parcels Nos. 0420132011 and 0420132013. Tierra’s cultural resources 
assessment consisted of background review, field investigation of the two parcels, and 
production of a report. Background review determined the APE to be located in an area of low 
probability for historic properties. Field investigation included pedestrian survey and excavation 
of 19 shovel probes (Figure 2). Tierra’s work did not identify any evidence of archaeological 
deposits, and recommended a determination of “No Historic Properties Subject to Effect.” 
 

Four shovel probes were excavated on the northern portion of the site […] 
Sediment in these probes consisted of a sand and gravel matrix with high cobble 
content, verifying information claiming that fill material had been placed here 
[…] The remaining 15 shovel probes were excavated in the southern portion of 
the project area […] Sediment here consisted of organic rich silt and fine sand 
with organics on the eastern end and organic, rich, semi-decomposed muck with 
interspersed clay layers, likely formed from repeated flooding events. The central 
portion of the project area was not tested [as] the likelihood of intact buried 
deposits was deemed extremely low. No features were located during shovel 
testing. In total, two terra cotta fragments, two pieces of plastic, one plastic bag, 
one piece of windshield glass, one metal bedspring, and one piece of bottle glass 
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were recovered during testing. The terra cotta fragments are likely from the tile 
lining of irrigation ditches in the past. All other debris appeared modern and was 
located in the upper portion of the sediment profile. No evidence of pre-contact or 
historic resources was encountered” (Solmo and Kelly 2013:14). 

 
The 2013 Tierra Right of Way report was prepared for their client, R&K West Valley, located in 
Kent, Washington, but does not appear to have been submitted to DAHP. The report was 
provided to CRC by DCT Industrial Operating, the current project proponent, for consideration 
of information relevant to the present assessment, which is cited herein. 
 
2.  Background Research 
 
Background research was conducted in September 2015. 
 
Archival Sources Checked: 
DAHP WISAARD [x] No cultural resources are recorded in the project APE.  
Web Soil Survey [x] Soil units mapped in the APE are Xerochrepts, 45 to 70 percent 

slopes; Semiahmoo muck; and, Snohomish silty clay loam (USDA 
NRCS 2015). 

Library [x] Various historical, archaeological, and ethnographic references. 
General Land Office Maps [x] 1864 
USGS Topo Maps [x] 1897, 1909, 1924, 1940, 1945, 1955, 1963, 1976 
Historic air photos [x] 1931, 1940, 1944, 1955, 1968, 1969, 1980, 1985, 1990-2015 
 
Context Overview:  Environmental and cultural context information for this project is 
derived from relevant published reports, articles, and books; historical maps and documents; 
geological and soils surveys; ethnographic accounts; and local archaeological survey reports. 
 
Environmental Context: An understanding of environmental and geological processes is 
important to assess archaeological expectations and model the potential for unidentified cultural 
resources in any location. The project is geographically situated within the Willamette-Puget 
Lowland physiographic province of the Tsuga heterophylla vegetation zone (Franklin and 
Dyrness 1973). Terrain in the project vicinity is relatively level land that has been graded, filled, 
or otherwise modified to support industrial and commercial uses on the western margin of the 
White/Stuck River valley. The White River (formerly Stuck River) channel is about 0.5-mile east 
of the project.  
 
Topography and surface geology of the project area were shaped by multiple glaciations that 
occurred during the end of the Pleistocene (Kruckeberg 1991). The most recent glacial event in 
the Puget Sound, called the Vashon Stade, is largely responsible for the region’s contemporary 
landscape; glacial advance and retreat scoured and compacted underlying geology while 
meltwaters carved drainage channels into glacial outwash deposits. By about 13,600 years ago, 
the last of the Pleistocene glaciers had retreated as far north as Seattle (Thorson 1980), exposing 
the predominately north-trending ridges and relatively level uplands characteristic of the Puget 
Sound region. About 5,600 years ago, local river channels were further shaped by the Osceola 
Mudflow. Soils of the Osceola Mudflow are heterogeneous and comprised of poorly sorted, hard 
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mixtures of clay, silt, sand and gravel soils (Dragovich et al. 1994). At least six smaller 
mudflows have occurred since, including the Electron Mudflow, which deposited sediments 
about 500 years ago (McKee 1972: 206-207). 
 
In the nineteenth century, the White River flowed north across its fan to join the Green River, 
and the Stuck River was a minor distributary stream flowing south to the Puyallup. Regular 
flooding of local rivers was a yearly challenge to early farmers in the White River Valley, and 
landowners created logjams to protect their property from flooding (Sprau 2003). A logjam 
during a flood in 1906 blocked the northward flow of the White River, diverting it to the south 
into the Stuck River. Construction of an earthen embankment made that diversion permanent in 
1907 (Collins and Montgomery 2011). By the 20th century, several dams had been constructed as 
part of the White River Diversion Project along the river channel to ease flood events, and forced 
the channel to its current location by 1915. 
 
According to the Washington Interactive Geologic Map (WADNR 2015), the surface geologic 
unit mapped in the APE is Qa (Quaternary alluvium). Quaternary alluvium is composed of sorted 
combinations of silt, sand, and gravel deposited in streambeds and alluvial fans. The soil units 
mapped in the APE are Xerochrepts, 45 to 70 percent slopes; Semiahmoo muck; and, Snohomish 
silty clay loam (USDA NRCS 2015). Most of the APE is mapped as Semiahmoo muck. 
Snohomish silty clay loam is mapped in the easternmost 100 meters of the project area, with 
Xerochrepts mapped near its westernmost limit, where the terrain slopes upward.  
 
Semiahmoo and Snohomish soils formed on floodplains. Semiahmoo muck formed in 
herbaceous organic material and typically consists of mulch to a depth of 53 inches and glacially 
deposited clay and sand below 55 inches, with the water table generally present within 12 inches 
below surface. This soil formed in wet environments with poor drainage, in depressions on 
floodplains and glacial outwash. Snohomish silty clay loam formed in parent material composed 
of alluvium, and has a typical profile of silty clay loam from 0 to 17 inches, mucky peat from 17 
to 29 inches, silty clay from 29 to 52 inches, and fine sandy loam from 52 to 60 inches, with the 
water table within 24 inches of the surface. Xerochrepts formed on valley slides in sandy and 
gravelly outwash and/or glacial till parent material, and the typical profile is gravelly sandy loam 
from 0 to 40 inches and very gravelly sandy loam from 40 to 60 inches. Soil surveys indicate that 
the project area, on the White River floodplain, has been subjected to significant past fluvial 
erosional and depositional events. Sediment deposition and flooding produced soil accumulation 
with high organic content above glacial outwash. 
 
Archaeological Context: Approximately 11,500 years of human occupation in the Puget 
Sound region have been summarized in many archaeological, ethnographic, and historic 
investigations conducted over the past several decades. Sites dated between roughly 5,000-2,500 
years ago show evidence of increased human use of open prairie land, the saltwater littoral, and 
riverine environments and floodplains. Seasonal camps in both upland and lowland environments 
indicate specialized resource utilization that complimented long-term lowland villages  (e.g., 
Larson and Lewarch 1995). By the mid-19th century and the period of intensive Euroamerican 
contact, the archaeological record shows evidence of changes in social and cultural traditions. 
 
Several previous cultural resource studies and overviews provide general background 
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information applicable to the project area (e.g., Nelson 1990). Archaeological evidence dated to 
between 3000-200 B.P. illustrates the beginning of the elaboration of seasonal logistical mobility 
and patterns of seasonal residence that characterized the ethnographic pattern in the Puget Sound 
region. Sites dating to this period represent seasonal specialized spring and summer fishing and 
root gathering campsites, and village locations. Beginning approximately two hundred years ago, 
relatively rapid social changes occurred under the pressures of acculturation (Marino 1990; 
Suttles and Lane 1990). 
 
Ethnographic Context: The project area is located within traditional territory of Southern 
Lushootseed (Puget Salish) speaking people, including the Smulkamish or Smalhkamish, the 
Skopahmish, the Skekomish or Stkamish, and the Twakwamash, whose descendants are now 
affiliated with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and Puyallup Tribe of Indians (Haeberlin and 
Gunther 1930; Ruby and Brown 1992; Suttles and Lane 1990). Puyallup territory was located 
along the Puyallup, Carbon and Stuck river valleys between the Puyallup River delta and Mount 
Rainier, with winter villages near streams and confluences of streams, as well as in the area 
surrounding the Tacoma Narrows (Smith 1940; Waterman ca.1920, 2001). Groups now 
represented by the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe traditionally lived and used resources in the Green 
and White River valleys and adjacent plateaus (Suttles and Lane 1990). 
 
Permanent villages were established along rivers during the winter, and temporary camps were 
used while traveling for seasonal food sources. Villages were typically established “at the 
juncture of two streams or at the mouth of the stream where it entered the Sound” (Smith 1940). 
Ethnographers (Smith 1940, 1941; Waterman ca. 1920, 2001) solicited locations of villages and 
names for resource areas, water bodies, and other landscape features from Native informants. 
Recorded place names near the project area include StEx, for a village on the Stuck River at its 
historical confluence with the Puyallup River near Sumner (Suttles and Lane 1990; Waterman 
2001). No named places are recorded for the project APE or immediate vicinity. Sources 
reviewed did not identify recorded traditional cultural properties (TCPs) in the project area.  
   
Historic Context: By the early 1850s, the effects of diseases and socio-political structural 
transformations associated with Euro-American settlement had impacted Indian people; many 
families were forcibly relocated and interned. In 1854, the Treaty of Medicine Creek led to the 
abandonment of many southern Puget Sound villages and compelled Indian people to relocate to 
one of three reservations (Ruby and Brown 1992). By 1854, homesteading members of a 
westward wagon train had settled near the convergence of Stuck Creek (now the White River) 
and the Puyallup River, where they planted crops such as rhubarb, hops, berries, vegetables, and 
turf grass. Over the next 20 years, land was cleared of timber for agriculture, and a sawmill and 
railroad depot were built. A town site was platted in 1883; it was first called Stuck Junction, and 
renamed Sumner in 1891 (Kirk and Alexander 1990; Sumner 2015). From the 1880s into the 
mid-20th century, Euro-American use of lands around the project area was focused largely on 
timber harvesting and agriculture. As of 1965, neither property was noted to have standing 
structures (Metsker 1960).   
 
Additional information about historic and modern land-use in the project APE was identified for 
the 2013 cultural resources assessment (Solmo and Kelly 2013) and is quoted below. 
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An on-site conversation with the landowner revealed impacts to the land in 
addition to those documented on maps (personal communication, Stacy Ota, 
October 10, 2013). In the 1990s, the northernmost portion of the project area was 
covered with fill obtained from a local hillside when the landowner of the tax 
parcel to the north developed the parking area presently at this location. In doing 
so, fill material was […] extended approximately 6 m (20 feet) south into the 
project area and needed to be removed. At present, this portion of the project area 
is 0.6–0.9 m (2.0–3.0 feet) higher than the portion to the south (a two-track road 
separates the unevenly filled segments). This added fill material was observed 
during fieldwork, as several large boulders are located at or near the surface in 
unsorted sand and gravel, notably different from the reported soil type for the 
area. Also, a representative of Habitat Technologies who was on-site for a 
wetland inspection indicated that during the 1950s, an undetermined amount of 
peat was mined from the project area, possibly creating the wetland depressions 
on the southern portion of the site today (Tom Deming, personal communication, 
October 10, 2013). The area frequently floods, and before the White River was 
channelized, the area would often have to be crossed via boat or the ferry at 
Jovita. On two occasions, once in the 1990s and again in the early 2000s, 
cottonwood trees were removed from the site by landowners without proper 
permits (Tom Deming, personal communication, October 10, 2013). (Solmo and 
Kelly 2013:11). 

 
Historical Maps: The 1864 General Land Office (GLO) cadastral survey plats for the 
project area illustrates no cultural features (USSG 1864). Based on historic maps and air photos, 
the tax parcels that are the subject of this assessment appear to have been logged by the early 20th 
century, then was used for agriculture to the present day. USGS maps dated to 1897 and air 
photos dated to 1931 were examined (Historicaerials.com 2015; USGS n.d.). No features are 
illustrated on maps for the project APE. Air photos taken between 1931 and 1970 show nearly 
the entirety of both parcels in cultivation. The wooded wetlands currently mapped on the parcels 
are not visible by 1970. Agricultural use appears to have waned until about 2002 (Figure 3). In 
2005, almost all land within both parcels appears to have been stripped of its topsoil, revealing 
what could be lighter colored underlying clay deposits; tracks from heavy machinery are visible 
in the soil (Figure 4). This could be related to grading, filling, and development of adjacent 
parcels. Framing subsequently resumed on the parcels (Figure 5). Lands surrounding the project 
location today are characterized by light industrial and commercial ventures, and rural/residential 
neighborhoods. 
 
Recorded Cultural Resources:  No recorded archaeological sites, inventoried historic 
structures, cemeteries, or National Register-eligible sites are within 0.5-mile of the project. The 
pre-contact archaeological site recorded nearest to the project APE is a dense scatter of several 
thousand pieces of lithic debitage, projectile points, fire-cracked rock, pit features, and midden 
(site no. 45PI1276). The site is located on a terrace overlooking the confluence of the White and 
Puyallup Rivers, about 0.75-mile south of the project APE and about 200 feet above the White 
River floodplain. This site is well outside the project APE and will not be affected. Literature 
review did not identify traditional cultural properties (TCPs) in or near the project. 
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Archaeological Expectations: The DAHP statewide computer-based predictive model uses 
environmental data about the locations of known archaeological sites to identify where 
previously unknown archaeological sites are more likely to be found. Model probabilities are 
calculated using data derived from archaeological surveys conducted prior to model 
development, and a consideration of the relationship between these recorded sites and various 
environmental factors. The model correlates locations of known archaeological to environmental 
data “to determine the probability that, under a particular set of environmental conditions, 
another location would be expected to contain an archaeological site (Kauhi and Markert 2009:2-
3). Environmental data categories included in the computer-based model are elevation, slope, 
aspect, distance to water, basal geology, and landforms.  
 
This assessment considers the implications of the predictive model coupled with understanding 
of geomorphological context, local settlement patterns, and post-depositional processes to 
characterize the potential for archaeological deposits to be encountered. The DAHP model 
classifies most of the project area as “high risk” for the presence of cultural resources, probably 
based on factors such as level terrain, proximity to fresh water, and the proximity of the recorded 
pre-contact site. The predictive model does not incorporate soils data, which would show 
sediment accumulation on the floodplain around the APE. This would reduce the likelihood of 
intact cultural resources. Sediment deposition following earlier mudflows, and river migration 
rechanneling, would have likely eroded or buried potential archeological materials and deposits 
were these present. The APE may have been suitable for pre-contact foraging and collection of 
natural resources; however, frequent flooding probably deterred occupation at this location.  
 
Based on a holistic inclusion of data sources beyond those considered by the computer predictive 
model, a more likely location for camps would be on upland terraces, such as the stable landform 
above the floodplain at pre-contact site 45PI1276. Paradoxically, the DAHP predictive model in 
fact characterizes most of the location of site 45PI1276 as “low” to “moderate” potential for the 
occurrence of archaeology, again, based on selective environmental factors. 
 
The author reviewed logs of 40 soil profiles recorded across the project area as part of wetland 
mapping efforts for the proposed development (Soundview Consultants 2015). No indication of 
anthropogenic sediments or archaeological materials was identified in any samples. 
 
The results of background research and the evidence of historic and modern development 
suggest that the project APE is considered to have a low to moderate potential to contain intact 
archaeological deposits. Any pre-contact archaeology located in the project area would have 
been impacted by timber clearing and agricultural clearing and disc plowing. Local 
geomorphology, the shallow depositional environment, and significant historic and modern 
urban ground disturbances make it unlikely that the project could encounter intact, significant 
archaeological deposits. 
 
3.  Fieldwork 
 
Field investigations were conducted by the author and a second CRC archaeologist; notes and 
photographs are on file at CRC.   
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Total Area Examined:  The entire project area.  
 
Areas not examined:  None.  
 
Date(s) of Survey:  September 23, 2015 
 
Weather and Surface Visibility: Weather conditions were warm and dry. Surface visibility 
of mineral soils was obscured by vegetation.  
 
4.  Results 
 
CRC archaeologists surveyed the project area in clear and dry weather (Figures 6 and 7). The 
APE was examined by walking meandering transects. Mineral soil visibility was very poor due 
to dense knee-high vegetation. No structures were present. Geotechnical survey states that 
delineated mapped wetlands were present. The westernmost part of the project APE was used as 
a staging ground for model airplane hobbyists; several large work tables were standing there. 
 
Nineteen shovel probes were dug at a regular interval across the forested upland area and 
sediments screened through 0.25-inch mesh (Figure 8; Table 1). Soils were native sediments as 
mapped for the area, and consistent with expectations of subsurface conditions derived from 
review of the 2013 shovel probes (Solmo and Kelly 2013). Two CRC shovel probes were 
positive for modern cultural artifacts found within the uppermost “plow zone” sediments; these 
included several fragments of modern bottle glass and a plastic drinking straw. No pre-modern 
artifacts or indication of buried surfaces or pre-modern anthropogenic sediments was found. 
Each probe’s Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) location was mapped with a handheld GPS 
receiver calibrated to WGS 84 datum.  
 
Table 1. Summary shovel probe information. Depths below surface in centimeters (cm). 

SP 
No. 

UTM datum 
WGS 84 

Probe Description and Comment 

1 Z-10T 
E-556585 
N-5230536 

0-24 cm: sod, silt loam, medium brown. 
24-55: peat, dark brown. 
55-70: damp clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 

2 Z-10T 
E-556646 
N-5230490 

0-27 cm: sod, silt loam, medium brown. 
27-51: peat, dark brown. 
51-60: silt clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 

3 Z-10T 
E-556672 
N-5230444 

0-23 cm: sod, silt loam, medium brown. 
23-61: peat, dark brown. 
61-70: peat to clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 

4 Z-10T 
E-556853 
N-5230436 

0-19 cm: sod, silt loam, light brown. 
19-28: silt clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 

5 Z-10T 
E-556864 
N-5230512 

0-15 cm: sod, silt loam, light brown. 
15-32: silt clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 

6 Z-10T 
E-556825 
N-5230555 

0-24 cm: sod, silt loam, light brown. 
24-32: silt clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 
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SP 
No. 

UTM datum 
WGS 84 

Probe Description and Comment 

7 Z-10T 
E-556793 
N-5230512 

0-32 cm: sod, silt loam, light brown. 
32-40: silt clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 

8 Z-10T 
E-556777 
N-5230595 

0-47 cm: sod, silt loam, light brown. 
47-56: silt clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 

9 Z-10T 
E-556694 
N-5230582 

0-38 cm: sod, silt loam, light brown, some mottled clay. 
38-50: silt clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 

10 Z-10T 
E-556598 
N-5230576 

0-39 cm: sod, silt loam, light brown. 
39-52: silt clay, gray brown. No cultural material. 

11 Z-10T 
E-556509 
N-5230563 

0-30 cm: silt loam, light brown. 
30-80: peat, dark brown. 
80-104: dense clay, light gray brown. No cultural material. 

12 Z-10T 
E-556526 
N-5230563 

0-43 cm: silt loam, light brown. Modern debris present in plow zone 
(0-30 cm): 3 shards bottle glass, 1 fragment glazed stoneware, 2 small 
fragments plastic and thin aluminum. 
43-72: peat, dark brown. 
72-80: dense clay, mottled light gray brown and orange. 

13 Z-10T 
E-556534 
N-5230539 

0-36 cm: silt loam, dark brown. 
36-55: dense clay, grayish brown. No cultural material. 

14 Z-10T 
E-556503 
N-5230482 

0-33 cm: silt loam, dark brown. 
33-46: clay, light gray brown. 
46-65: peat, dark brown. 
65-70: dense clay, light gray brown. No cultural material. 

15 Z-10T 
E-556542 
N-5230439 

0-28 cm: silt loam, dark brown. 
28-65: dense clay, light gray brown. 

16 Z-10T 
E-556577 
N-5230457 

0-38 cm: silt loam, dark brown. 
38-55: peat, dark brown. 
55-68: dense clay, grayish brown. No cultural material. 

17 Z-10T 
E-556568 
N-5230496 

0-30 cm: silt loam, light brown. 
30-50: peat, dark brown. 
50-70: dense clay, light gray brown. No cultural material. 

18 Z-10T 
E-556540 
N-5230516 

0-28 cm: silt loam, light brown. 
28-50: peat, dark brown. 
50-55: dense clay, light gray brown. No cultural material. 

19 Z-10T 
E-556482 
N-5230545 

0-22 cm: silt loam, light brown. Modern debris present at 0-15 cm: 3 
fragments clear bottle glass, 1 plastic drinking straw. 
22-56: peat, dark brown. 
56-65: dense clay, light gray brown. No cultural material. 

 
Cultural Resources Identified: Assessment of the project APE identified no potentially 
significant cultural resources in or adjacent to the project boundary. CRC’s excavation of shovel 
probes suggested a very low potential for buried archaeology, based on geological data and 
indications of past ground disturbance. This assessment is consistent with conclusions drawn by 
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previous research in the APE (Solmo and Kelly 2013). No pre-contact or potentially significant 
historic sites were identified in the project area. 
 
Conclusions, Findings and Recommendations: Pedestrian survey, shovel probes, and 
background research did not identify evidence of pre-contact or potentially significant historic 
sites within the project APE. The depositional environment and modern land use conditions 
suggest a very low potential for intact buried cultural deposits. No further cultural resources 
assessment is recommended necessary. An archaeological inadvertent discovery protocol is 
attached (Attachment B). 
 
In the event that ground disturbing or other activities do result in the inadvertent discovery of 
archaeological deposits, work should be halted in the immediate area and contact made with the 
DAHP in Olympia. Work should be halted until such time as further investigation and 
appropriate consultation is concluded. In the unlikely event of the inadvertent discovery of 
human remains, work should be immediately halted in the area, the discovery covered and 
secured against further disturbance, and contact effected with law enforcement personnel and the 
DAHP. 
 
No historic properties affected [x] 
Historic properties affected  [ ] 
 No adverse effect to historic properties [ ] 
 Adverse effect to historic properties  [ ] 
 
Attachments: 
Figures [x] 
Photographs [x] 
Other [x] Project related correspondence; proposed inadvertent discovery plan.  
 
5.  Limitations of this Assessment 
 
No cultural resources study can wholly eliminate uncertainty regarding the potential for 
prehistoric sites, historic properties or traditional cultural properties to be associated with a 
project. The information presented in this report is based on professional opinions derived from 
our analysis and interpretation of available documents, records, literature, and information 
identified in this report, and on our field investigation and observations as described herein. 
Conclusions and recommendations presented apply to project conditions existing at the time of 
our study and those reasonably foreseeable. The data, conclusions, and interpretations in this 
report should not be construed as a warranty of subsurface conditions described in this report. 
They cannot necessarily apply to site changes of which CRC is not aware and has not had the 
opportunity to evaluate.  
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7. Figures 
 

 
Figure 1. USGS Sumner, WA and Puyallup, WA 7.5-minute quads with project boundary. 

 

 
Figure 2. Air photo annotated with probes dug in 2013 (Solmo and Kelly 2013). 
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Figure 3. 2002 air photo annotated with project APE boundary (source: Google Inc. 2015). 

 

 
Figure 4. 2005 air photo annotated with project APE boundary (source: Google Inc. 2015). 
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Figure 5. 2012 air photo annotated with project APE boundary (source: Google Inc. 2015). 

 

 
Figure 6. View of project area September 2015; view is east-southeast. 
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Figure 7. View of project area September 2015; view is west-southwest. 

 

 
Figure 8. Air photo with CRC numbered shovel probes and 2013 probes (red dots).  
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Attachment A. Project related correspondence with tribal cultural resources offices. 
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PO BOX 10668, BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WA 98110 
PHONE 206.855.9020     -      info@crcwa.com 

 

 
 
 
 
September 16, 2015 
 
 
Duwamish Tribe 
Cecile Hansen, Chairwoman 
4705 W Marginal Way SW 
Seattle, WA  98106-1514 
 
Re:  Cultural Resources Assessment for the DCT 167 Landing Project, Sumner, WA 
 
Dear Cecile: 
 
I am writing to inform you of a cultural resources assessment for the above referenced project 
and to seek additional information about the project area the Tribe may have that is not readily 
available through other written sources. The project is located in Section 14, Township 20 North, 
Range 04 East Willamette Meridian at 3401 West Valley Highway East in Sumner, Pierce 
County, Washington. DCT Industrial Operating is requesting this assessment for an agricultural 
site still under design, but plans to construct commercial/industrial buildings and associated 
infrastructure, parking and stormwater detention ponds on Pierce County Tax Parcels 
0420132011 and 0420132013. The project may require filling approximately 0.5 acre of wetland 
and ditches, in addition to onsite mitigation in the form of wetland enhancement and wetland 
recreation.   
 
We are in the process of reviewing available information. Background research will include a 
site files search at the Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, 
review of previously recorded cultural resource reports, and review of pertinent published 
literature and ethnographies. Results of our investigations will be presented in a technical memo. 
 
We are aware that not all information is contained within published sources. Should the Tribe 
have additional information to support our assessment, we would very much like to include it in 
our study. Please contact me should you wish to provide any comments. I appreciate your 
assistance in this matter and look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Glenn D. Hartmann 
President/Principal Investigator 
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PO BOX 10668, BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WA 98110 
PHONE 206.855.9020     -      info@crcwa.com 

 

 
 
 
 
September 16, 2015 
 
 
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe 
Laura Murphy, Archaeologist/Cultural Resources 
39015 172nd Ave SE 
Auburn, WA  98092 
 
Re:  Cultural Resources Assessment for the DCT 167 Landing Project, Sumner, WA 
 
Dear Laura: 
 
I am writing to inform you of a cultural resources assessment for the above referenced project 
and to seek additional information about the project area the Tribe may have that is not readily 
available through other written sources. The project is located in Section 14, Township 20 North, 
Range 04 East Willamette Meridian at 3401 West Valley Highway East in Sumner, Pierce 
County, Washington. DCT Industrial Operating is requesting this assessment for an agricultural 
site still under design, but plans to construct commercial/industrial buildings and associated 
infrastructure, parking and stormwater detention ponds on Pierce County Tax Parcels 
0420132011 and 0420132013. The project may require filling approximately 0.5 acre of wetland 
and ditches, in addition to onsite mitigation in the form of wetland enhancement and wetland 
recreation.   
 
We are in the process of reviewing available information. Background research will include a 
site files search at the Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, 
review of previously recorded cultural resource reports, and review of pertinent published 
literature and ethnographies. Results of our investigations will be presented in a technical memo. 
 
We are aware that not all information is contained within published sources. Should the Tribe 
have additional information to support our assessment, we would very much like to include it in 
our study. Please contact me should you wish to provide any comments. I appreciate your 
assistance in this matter and look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Glenn D. Hartmann 
President/Principal Investigator 
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PO BOX 10668, BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WA 98110 
PHONE 206.855.9020     -      info@crcwa.com 

 

 
 
 
 
September 16, 2015 
 
 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
Brandon Reynon 
3009 East Portland Ave 
Tacoma, WA 98404 
 
Re:  Cultural Resources Assessment for the DCT 167 Landing Project, Sumner, WA 
 
Dear Brandon: 
 
I am writing to inform you of a cultural resources assessment for the above referenced project 
and to seek additional information about the project area the Tribe may have that is not readily 
available through other written sources. The project is located in Section 14, Township 20 North, 
Range 04 East Willamette Meridian at 3401 West Valley Highway East in Sumner, Pierce 
County, Washington. DCT Industrial Operating is requesting this assessment for an agricultural 
site still under design, but plans to construct commercial/industrial buildings and associated 
infrastructure, parking and stormwater detention ponds on Pierce County Tax Parcels 
0420132011 and 0420132013. The project may require filling approximately 0.5 acre of wetland 
and ditches, in addition to onsite mitigation in the form of wetland enhancement and wetland 
recreation.   
 
We are in the process of reviewing available information. Background research will include a 
site files search at the Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, 
review of previously recorded cultural resource reports, and review of pertinent published 
literature and ethnographies. Results of our investigations will be presented in a technical memo. 
 
We are aware that not all information is contained within published sources. Should the Tribe 
have additional information to support our assessment, we would very much like to include it in 
our study. Please contact me should you wish to provide any comments. I appreciate your 
assistance in this matter and look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Glenn D. Hartmann 
President/Principal Investigator 
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PO BOX 10668, BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WA 98110 
PHONE 206.855.9020     -      info@crcwa.com 

 

 
 
 
 
September 16, 2015 
 
 
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe 
Steven Mullen-Moses 
8130 Railroad Ave, Suite 103 
PO Box 969 
Snoqualmie, WA  98065 
 
Re:  Cultural Resources Assessment for the DCT 167 Landing Project, Sumner, WA 
 
Dear Steven: 
 
I am writing to inform you of a cultural resources assessment for the above referenced project 
and to seek additional information about the project area the Tribe may have that is not readily 
available through other written sources. The project is located in Section 14, Township 20 North, 
Range 04 East Willamette Meridian at 3401 West Valley Highway East in Sumner, Pierce 
County, Washington. DCT Industrial Operating is requesting this assessment for an agricultural 
site still under design, but plans to construct commercial/industrial buildings and associated 
infrastructure, parking and stormwater detention ponds on Pierce County Tax Parcels 
0420132011 and 0420132013. The project may require filling approximately 0.5 acre of wetland 
and ditches, in addition to onsite mitigation in the form of wetland enhancement and wetland 
recreation.   
 
We are in the process of reviewing available information. Background research will include a 
site files search at the Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, 
review of previously recorded cultural resource reports, and review of pertinent published 
literature and ethnographies. Results of our investigations will be presented in a technical memo. 
 
We are aware that not all information is contained within published sources. Should the Tribe 
have additional information to support our assessment, we would very much like to include it in 
our study. Please contact me should you wish to provide any comments. I appreciate your 
assistance in this matter and look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Glenn D. Hartmann 
President/Principal Investigator 
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Attachment B. Protocols for Discovery of Archaeological Resources and Human Remains 
 
Protocols for Discovery of Archaeological Resources 
In the event that archaeological resources are encountered during project implementation, the 
following actions will be taken: 
 
In work areas, all ground disturbing activity at the location will stop, and the work supervisor 
will be notified immediately. The work site will be secured from any additional impacts and the 
supervisor will be informed.  
 
The project proponent will immediately contact the agencies with jurisdiction over the lands 
where the discovery is located, if appropriate. The appropriate agency archaeologist or the 
proponent’s contracting archaeologist will determine the size of the work stoppage zone or 
discovery location in order to sufficiently protect the resource until further decisions can be made 
regarding the work site. 
 
The project proponent will consult with Washington State Department of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation (WADAHP) regarding the evaluation of the discovery and the appropriate 
protection measures, if applicable. Once the consultation has been completed, and if the site is 
determined to be NRHP-eligible, the project proponent will request written concurrence from the 
agency or tribe(s) that the protection and mitigation measures have been fulfilled. Upon 
notification of concurrence from the appropriate parties, the project proponent will proceed with 
the project. 
 
Within six months after completion of the above steps, the project proponent will prepare a final 
written report of the discovery. The report will include a description of the contents of the 
discovery, a summary of consultation, and a description of the treatment or mitigation measures.  
 
Protocols for Discovery of Human Remains  
If human remains are found within the project area, the project proponent, its contractors or 
permit-holders, the following actions will be taken, consistent with Washington State RCWs 
68.50.645, 27.44.055, and 68.60.055: 
 
If ground-disturbing activities encounter human skeletal remains during the course of 
construction then all activity will cease that may cause further disturbance to those remains. The 
area of the find will be secured and protected from further disturbance. The project proponent 
will prepare a plan for securing and protecting exposed human remains and retain consultants to 
perform these services. The finding of human skeletal remains will be reported to the county 
medical examiner/coroner and local law enforcement in the most expeditious manner possible. 
The remains will not be touched, moved, or further disturbed. The county medical 
examiner/coroner will assume jurisdiction over the human skeletal remains and make a 
determination of whether those remains are forensic or non-forensic. If the county medical 
examiner/coroner determines the remains are non-forensic, then they will report that finding to 
WADAHP, which will then take jurisdiction over the remains. WADAHP will notify any 
appropriate cemeteries and all affected tribes of the find. The State Physical Anthropologist will 
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make a determination of whether the remains are Indian or Non-Indian and report that finding to 
any appropriate cemeteries and the affected tribes. WADAHP will then handle all consultation 
with the affected parties as to the future preservation, excavation, and disposition of the remains. 
 
Lead Representative and Primary Contact 
 
Duwamish Tribe 
Cecile Hansen, Chairwoman, 206-431-1582 
4705 W Marginal Way SW 
Seattle, WA 98106-1514 
 
Muckleshoot Tribe 
Virginia Cross, Chair, 253-939-3311, ext. 3194 
39015 172nd Ave SE 
Auburn, WA 98092 
Laura Murphy, Cultural Resources, 253-876-3272 
 
Puyallup Tribe 
Bill Sterud, Chair, 253-573-7800 
3009 Portland Avenue 
Tacoma, WA 98404 
Brandon Reynon, Cultural Resources, 253-573-7986 
 
Snoqualmie Nation 
Carolyn Lubenau, Chair, 425-888-6551 
PO Box 969 
Snoqualmie, WA 98065 
Steve Mullen-Moses, Cultural Resources, 425-888-6551 
 
Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
PO Box 48343 
Olympia, WA 98504-8343 
Lead Representative: Allyson Brooks, State Historic Preservation Officer, 360-586-3066 
Primary Contact: Rob Whitlam, State Archaeologist, 360-586-3080 
Primary Contact for Human Remains: Guy Tasa, State Physical Anthropologist, 360-586-3534 
 
Pierce County Medical Examiner 
253-798-6494 
 
Pierce County Sheriff 
253-798-4721 
 
 


