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2907 Harborview Drive, Suite D 

Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

 Technical Memorandum  
To: Karen Walters, Muckleshoot Tribe File Number: 1190.0004 

From: Jeremy Downs, Soundview Consultants LLC     Date: May 15, 2017 

Re: Response to Comments – DCT 167 Landing 

Dear Karen, 

Soundview Consultants LLC (SVC) was hired by DCT Industrial (the Applicant) to assess 
wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat, and other potentially-regulated aquatic features for a 
new industrial facility and associated improvements located at 3401 West Valley Highway 
East in the City of Sumner, Washington. This Technical Memorandum serves to address your 
specific follow-up comments that were forwarded by the USACE to SVC via email on April 13, 
2017. Our response is provided below: 

Comment 1: The Wetland and Fish/Wildlife Assessment and Conceptual Mitigation Plan 
notes that this site was the subject of two previous Clean Water Act Administrative Order 
(CWA-10-2009-0188).  The wetlands involved are Wetlands B and G.  We request copies of 
the impact assessments and the mitigation plans that were generated to resolve/comply with this 
CWA Administrative Order for our review.  We also request information about the off-site 
"Stuck River" mitigation work that was done with the $30,000 given to Sumner.  Please note 
that no federal, state, or local government coordinated with us on these matters when they arose; 
hence we have no information about these previous violations and mitigation work. 

DCT Industrial is assuming on-site maintenance and monitoring for Wetlands B and G and will 
extend the maintenance and monitoring period to an additional ten years concurrent with the new 
proposed wetland mitigation actions in Wetland C. SVC will also work directly with the tribe to 
convey information regarding the requests for the two previous CWA Administrative Order’s, and 
the impact assessments and mitigation reports we have access to. We will collect and forward this 
information as soon as possible. 

Comment 2: Additional information is needed regarding all of the ditches (1-4).  It is noted in the Wetland 
and Fish/Wildlife Assessment that all of these ditches eventually connect to Sotain Creek (page 15), a 
known salmonids bearing water.  If there are no natural barriers and any or all of these ditches are at least 2 
feet wide and less than 16% gradient, they should be considered potential/presumed fish-bearing waters per 
WAC 222-16-031. See Blockedhttp://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=222-16-031.  These 
ditches need to be further quantified and assessed to see if they meet the physical criteria from the WAC for 
presumed fish habitat.  None of this information is available in Tables 11, 12, or 13 of the 
Wetland/Fish/Wildlife report. It is also important to note that the lack of documented fish use does not 
mean the lack of fish use; rather it is a data collection/survey question.  If the ditches have never been 
surveyed for fish, there would be no documentation of their use. It is also important to note to the Corps that 
we have found coho and cutthroat in numerous ditches in the Green and White River watersheds.  Finally, it 
appears that there may be a WDNR Type F water on site (most likely Ditch 2) according to the water 
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typing map for this area (see attached).  This map may not be accurate given that this site is outside of the 
forest production areas; however, it does suggest that the onsite ditches need to be evaluated to verify or refute 
this typing. If so, then the filling of these ditches will require mitigation.  The mitigation needed will be at a 
minimum, the restoration of an area equal to the amount of ditch filling that is accessible to salmon to ensure 
no net loss of salmon habitat.  Per Sheet 2, this would be 11,017 square feet (or 0.25 acres) if all of the 
filled ditches meet the physical criteria from the WAC for presumed fish habitat. 

 
The onsite drainage ditches do not contain viable fish habitat and are ephemeral, supplying 
irrigation and/or poor quality back watering into the site. Being excavated agricultural drainages 
and/or irrigation channels, ditches have very little potential to provide viable fish habitat, 
therefor the onsite ditches should not be classified as fish-bearing (Type F) waters from a local 
code perspective; however, there are no clear physical fish passage barriers, and the ditches are 
shallow gradient. As such, fish can potentially find access into the various ditches during high 
flow or flood events. Though they should not be considered Type F waters, we do not disagree 
with the Tribe that individual fish may be able to swim into the ditches during periods of acute 
inundation. As such, we are providing a stream establishment component into our 
compensatory mitigation area that will divert a portion of Ditch 3 and create potential fish 
habitat features within the wetland creation and enhancement area. 
 
The applicant is further providing a 50-foot perimeter native vegetation restoration area around 
the entire project area situated between the development actions and the wetland mitigation 
areas and Sultan Creek, In addition, 30 percent of site near Sotain Creek is being preserved and 
may be used for future fish and wildlife habitat and or restoration activities as yet to be 
determined. 
 
We are not arguing against the ditches being Waters of the United States; however, these 
ditches do not meet criteria of streams for Nationwide Permit 39 Limits. As such, 
compensatory fish and wildlife habitat mitigation can be provided in conjunction with the 
wetland creation and enhancement actions, as discussed above.  

Comment 3: Sheet 2 suggests that a portion of the stormwater from this project will be 
discharged in to the treatment wetland, then the remaining portion of Ditch 2 and onto Sotain 
Creek.   Additional information is needed regarding the specifics of the proposed stormwater 
management for both quantity and quality to determine if there could be adverse impacts to 
salmon habitat that would require mitigation as a result of these stormwater discharges.  We 
request that the applicant send us the detailed Preliminary Technical Report so we can make this 
determination. 

SVC is working with the project’s civil Engineer to forward a copy of their Preliminary Technical 
Information Report to the Tribe. This report will be provided as soon as possible. 

Comment 4: More information is also needed regarding the proposed design of the new channel 
within Wetland C (Sheet 3).  Specifically, the design parameters and the hydrology analysis, 
along with the details as to how this channel connects with Ditch 4. 

The project drawings provided to USACE were designed at a conceptual level. SVC 
has worked with engineering and fisheries staff to prepare more in-depth preliminary 
grading plans for the wetland and fish and wildlife habitat mitigation actions in and 
adjacent to Wetland C. We are working with the physical characteristics of the flow 
existing within Ditch 3 (i.e. 2-3 wide foot ditch bottom with nominal seasonal flow) 



 
 

1190.0004 DCT Industrial – DCT 167 Landing           Soundview Consultants LLC 
Response to Muckleshoot Tribe Comments  May 15, 2017 

and proposing to construct a low-flow channel with an adjacent high-flow bench 
within Wetland C. During low-flow events, the area surrounding the thelweg of the 
low-flow channel within Wetland C will consist of a wetland fringe with the water 
confined to the thelweg itself, and during high-flow events, the water can spill over the 
terraced bank, into the wetland areas. The sandy subsoils and the low-profile of the 
new channel will interact with the adjacent wetland to engage natural erosion and 
deposition processes that will meander and change over time. Further, the wetlands are 
designed to prevent fish entrapment. As we provide for a small restriction to be 
constructed at the intersection of new stream channel with Ditch 3 so that we can 
allow for some back-water flooding within Wetland C and also to increase water 
velocity within the channel to avoid formation of a bench at the new channel’s return 
to Ditch 3, we are also adding large woody debris, root wads and standing stands to 
the new thelweg to enhance fish and wildlife habitat potential.  
 
 
We hope that these clarifications and adjustments will satisfy the Muckleshoot Tribe’s concerns. 
Please contact me as quickly as possible should you have any additional questions. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

 

____________________________       ___5/15/2017_______________ 

Jeremy Downs       Date 

Principal Scientist/Environmental Planner 

Soundview Consultants LLC  
2907 Harborview Drive, Suite D 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
(253) 514-8952 Office 
(253) 514-8954 Fax 
jeremy@soundviewconsultants.com 
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