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Sumner Parks & Trails Plan 
Proposed Adjustments | Environmental and Cultural Sensitivity when Planning Parks & Trails 

 
The Draft Sumner Parks & Trails Plan was reviewed under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). A 
notice provided a comment period, and comments were received (see Attachment A) regarding ensuring 
that trails and plans are sensitively designed from an environmental and cultural perspective and that 
there be acknowledgement of consistency with other planning and environmental initiatives. 
 
To respond to the comments, we would suggest the following: 
 
In Chapter 7, further amend Policy 1.4.4 regarding coordination with other plans: 

1.4.4 Coordinate the Pparks and Trails Pplan with the other elements of the Comprehensive Plan 

and City development regulations, particularly the Land Use Element and the Sshoreline 

Mmaster Pprogram, critical area regulations, and environmental and cultural review 

requirements. The siting and design of parks facilities should further the goals of the 

Comprehensive Plan and implementing regulations, capital improvements, programs, and 

initiatives, such as shoreline and floodplain restoration, transportation improvements, and 

others whenever applicable. 

 
In Chapter 8, add a cross section for a boardwalk that promotes environmentally sensitive treatments in 
critical areas after Exhibit 8-10. This cross section would also be referenced in Exhibit 8-8 as a treatment 
that applies to any class of trail where there are sensitive features.  
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It should also be noted that the draft plan maps are conceptual in nature, and include a note on the 

system maps that says: “Note: Trail and bridge locations are preliminary and subject to environmental 

and engineering vetting, and the locations may change.”  
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Attachment A: SEPA Comment Received  

From: Karen Walter [mailto:KWalter@muckleshoot.nsn.us]  
Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2018 4:15 PM 
To: Ryan Windish 
Subject: FW: Combined Notice of Application, PLN-2017-0115, Sumner's Park, Trails, and Open Space Plan 
Update, NOA/ODNS 
 
Ryan, 
 
Thank you for sending us the City of Sumner’s Park, Trails, and Open Space draft updated plan and associated 
SEPA documents.  We have reviewed this information and offer the following comments: 
 
The draft plan and the identified projects in it should not preclude the needs to improve floodplain capacity and 
salmon habitat protection and restoration opportunities as identified in the White River Dialog group.   Locating 
facilities such as parks and trails in areas needed for levee setbacks, riparian restoration, and instream habitat 
restoration actions will preclude or limit the area needed for salmon and the floodplain capacity.   The City’s 
Park planning staff should meet with the White River dialog group to discuss the objectives and needs of both 
efforts to ensure that they are well coordinated.  
 
We would also like to discuss further with the City regarding the proposed existing and future trail crossings of 
the White River and the ability of tribal members to access their fishing sites and successfully fish these areas.   
As I noted yesterday, the current White River crossing of the Sumner Link Trail was determined to have 
adversely affected a tribal fishing site without mitigation.  We would like to avoid this outcome for any future 
trail (or other river crossings).   
 
We appreciate the opportunity to continue coordination and discussions with the City of Sumner as we seek to 
improve habitat for salmon and fishing opportunities for Muckleshoot Tribal members.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  
 
Thank you, 
Karen Walter 
Watersheds and Land Use Team Leader 
 
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Fisheries Division Habitat Program 
39015 172nd Ave SE 
Auburn, WA 98092 
253-876-3116 
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