
System Access Fund Application 
Before submitting, please take a moment to review the contents of your Application. Once 
submitted, you will not be able to change or update your answers. 

• 2. General Information 
1. Project title:  

o Rivergrove Community Pedestrian Bridge 

2. Sponsoring Agency: 

o City of Sumner 

3. Cosponsors (if applicable) 

4. Contact name: 

o Derek Barry 

5. Contact phone:  

o 253-299-5714 

6. Contact email:  

o derekb@sumnerwa.gov 

7. In what city(ies) is the project located? 

o Sumner 

8. Which facility(ies) served by Sound Transit does the project benefit? 

o Sumner Station, Sound Transit Buses, Sounder Commuter Rail, Pierce Transit Vanpool 
and Beyond the Borders Sumner-Bonney Lake Connector 

9. Please identify the project’s extent. For capital projects, please identify the start and end 
locations. For non-capital projects, please identify any area or population of focus. 

o This project limit begins on 143rd Ave E just north of 72nd St E and travels north over 
SR410 ending on Sumner Ave just south of Maybelle Street. 



10. Please attach any relevant maps or project graphics (in PDF format). File size limit: 20MB 
  

o Station_1_mile.pdf 
o Bridge_Bus.pdf 

11. Please provide a narrative explanation of the proposed project. Include in your narrative: 

11. The project scope. 
12. Specific access problems or issues the proposed project will address and resolve. 
13. How your jurisdiction has engaged and will continue to engage with the public in each 

stage of the project. 
o Please help reconnect the entire Rivergrove area to the Sound Transit Station by funding 

the design of a shared-use pedestrian/bicycle bridge over SR410. Currently, residents' 
only safe access is a circuitous vehicular route via the already overcrowded SR162 
because SR410 bisects them from the rest of Sumner's infrastructure, creating an 
"island." This bridge provides a safe, short, non-vehicular route to the Station, 
downtown and two schools. This bridge is included in the Parks & Trail Plan, 
Comprehensive Plan and our Six-Year Transportation Plan, and Transportation Plan. 
Each of these plans involved public input and are approved by the City Council. Sumner 
will continue to work with residents during each phase of the project. 

• 3. Customer Experience 
12. In what specific ways will the project support making it easier and more convenient for 
people to get to the transit facility? (limited to 3,000 characters) 
  

o With this bridge, the customer experience for residents in the Rivergrove area will 
improve dramatically. Currently users from this area have two options to access the 
Sound Transit Station: either drive an average of 1.75 miles by edging out onto the 
already severely congested SR162 or walk along the same SR162 that has minimal and 
incomplete pedestrian facilities and a very narrow shoulder on a 35 mph state highway. 
Most residents do not identify the second as even a valid option.  
In contrast, this bridge will allow and encourage a safe non-motorized commute of 1.25 
miles on average to the station. Residents would comfortably walk or ride bicycles along 
local complete streets with a 25mph speed limit (LTS 1a or 2a). These improvements to 
accessibility and safety could lead to an increase in ridership as people look at moving 
into the Rivergrove area.  

13. What key destinations (e.g. neighborhoods, employment centers, schools, community 
amenities, other multimodal facilities) does the access improvement connect to? (limited to 
3,000 characters) 
 
  

https://surveygizmoresponseuploads.s3.amazonaws.com/fileuploads/190276/4834904/211-692e9c2fb238281a5a9c6fe01596b1de_Station_1_mile.pdf
https://surveygizmoresponseuploads.s3.amazonaws.com/fileuploads/190276/4834904/184-d6a7be1ad35692c77e15bbcb48cf0d8d_Bridge_Bus.pdf


o The construction of SR 410 a few decades ago left the Rivergrove area cut off from the 
rest of Sumner. This bridge will help residents easily walk to the Sound Transit Station, 
Sumner's Historic Downtown, the library, an elementary, middle and senior high school, 
stores, job opportunities, parks, and the YMCA. Beyond the downtown, there are an 
estimated 14,000 jobs in Sumner's Manufacturing Industrial Center. 

14. Please attach any files needed to answer the question. File size limit: 20MB 

o Local_Parks-Trail_Plan_Map.pdf 

• 4. Equity 
15. Describe how the project makes it easier for populations that rely on transit (e.g. low-
income populations, people with disabilities, households that do not own vehicles, youth, 
senior citizens, etc.) to get to the transit facility. Please include specific communities that will 
be served and how the project specifically improves their access. Please see the appendix of 
the System Access Fund Application Guidance document for potential data sources. (limited to 
3,000 characters) 
  

o The Rivergrove area includes several high-density, low-income multi-family and senior 
housing complexes that would be adjacent to this project. The bridge will provide 
residents that do not own vehicles a more direct route to the Sound Transit Station, 
downtown, local schools, stores, job opportunities and Sumner's Beyond the Borders 
circulator bus to get low-income, disabled and senior populations further connected to 
other portions of the city and the Sound Transit Station. In looking at the zoning and 
demographics of the Rivergrove area, this bridge will have the greatest impact on those 
that could benefit the most from it. 

16. Please attach any files needed to answer the question. File size limit: 20MB 

o Rivergrove_Zoning.pdf 

• 5. Connectivity 
17. In what specific ways will the project reduce key barriers or close gaps for people to get to 
the transit facility? Please identify the specific barriers or gaps and how the project reduces 
these barriers and/or closes these gaps. (limited to 3,000 characters) 
  

o This project will eliminate the barrier/close the gap for a direct route to access the 
transit facility. When SR 410 was constructed a few decades ago, it literally cut this 
neighborhood off from the rest of Sumner. This bridge will be located where Sumner 

https://surveygizmoresponseuploads.s3.amazonaws.com/fileuploads/190276/4834904/198-0f2193e525336af1ce6ffa3807eb003f_Local_Parks-Trail_Plan_Map.pdf
https://surveygizmoresponseuploads.s3.amazonaws.com/fileuploads/190276/4834904/198-708861d020371f264c4efdb62336532c_Rivergrove_Zoning.pdf


Avenue previously connected to this section of the city. This bridge would also provide 
students access to the local schools. The Rivergrove area is the only section of Sumner 
that the Sumner-Bonney Lake School District does not recognize with their walking 
route maps. 

18. How does the project conform to transit, bicycle, pedestrian, and universal/ADA design 
best practices resulting in a connection that will attract existing and new riders? Sources of 
best practices can be found in the appendix of the System Access Fund Application Guidance 
document. (limited to 3,000 characters) 
 
  

o The design will conform to all appropriate best practices including bicycle, pedestrian 
and ADA specifications and create new opportunities for current and new riders. The 
route users would take to the Sounder Station is along a 25mph complete street with 
pedestrian facilities along both sides. In fact, most Sumner residents in the historic 
downtown use Sumner Avenue as a walking route already. This project connects the 
Rivergrove neighborhood to these popular routes. The Parks & Trail Plan proposes the 
route from this bridge to the Sounder Station becomes a dedicated bicycle trail or 
pedestrian trail, making this a more attractive to people that utilize Sound Transit's 
systems.  
Once this project is completed, Sumner will continue to work south to connect 
Rivergrove and this bridge to the Foothills Trail System in Pierce County. With one more 
pedestrian/bicycle bridge over the Puyallup River and a trail section already planned 
from the river to the existing Foothills trailhead on 80th street, this vital connection is 
within reach, making this bridge over SR410 the key first link to finally provide safe, non-
vehicular access from Orting, Tehaleh and the booming housing developments of Pierce 
County to Sumner's Sound Transit Station. 

19. Please attach any files needed to answer the question. File size limit: 20MB 

o School_Walking_Routes.pdf 

• 6. Safety and Human Health 
20. How will the project specifically address an existing safety issue? (limited to 3,000 
characters) 

o There is not a lot of safety data on incidents in this area because most people simply 
refuse to even attempt walking or biking along SR 162. There is limited to no pedestrian 
and bicycle facilities along SR 162, forcing residents to use the minimal shoulder before 
arriving to SR 410's overpass. The Sumner-Bonney Lake School district does not consider 
that area to have a walking route despite district facilities being as geographically close 
as 400 feet to this area. With this bridge, the school district can include a walking route 
for local residents. 

https://surveygizmoresponseuploads.s3.amazonaws.com/fileuploads/190276/4834904/211-7b1b40b486878d7d142c8bf434e8925f_School_Walking_Routes.pdf


21. In what specific ways will the project support an increase in physical activity for people 
getting to the transit facility? (limited to 3,000 characters) 

o This project creates an opportunity and builds encouragement for people to walk, 
bicycle and access the Sound Transit Station, schools, downtown and parks. 

22. How will the project reduce a person’s likelihood of using a personal vehicle to get to the 
transit facility? (limited to 3,000 characters) 

o . The bridge will encourage non-motorized access to the Sound Transit Station and other 
amenities while actually reducing the number of Rivergrove area residents that 
currently rely on personal vehicles to access the transit facility. 

23. Please attach any files needed to answer the question. File size limit: 20MB 

• 7. Funding Plan 
24. Total cost of project:  

o $5,402,232 

25. Total requested from Sound Transit SAF 

o $452,000 

26. Identify other sources of funding and whether those are secured or not yet secured. 
  

o The total estimated cost of the Rivergrove Community Pedestrian Bridge is $5,405,232. 
The City of Sumner is requesting Sound Transit funds $452,000 or the PE/Design portion 
of the project. The City will utilize Parks & Trail Impact Fees for the $50,000 match. 

27. Please list all phases of this project, their projected costs and funding sources, and 
expected year of completion. 
 
  

o The phases associated with this project include: 
PE/Design (this phase): $502,000 
ROW: $51,000 
Construction: $3,528,000 
Construction Administration: $423,360 
Contingency (20%): $900,782  
Project Total: $5,405,232 



 
Once designed, the City will begin the next phase of the project by seeking funds from 
Washington State Department of Transportation's Pedestrian and Bicycle and Safe 
Routes to School programs as well as Recreation & Conservation Office's various 
programs. 

28. Please attach a complete budget for the project. File size limit: 20MB 
  

o Budget.xlsx 

29. Please identify secured or reasonably expected funds. For funds that are reasonably 
expected, please explain the procedural steps that will be taken to secure the funds, with 
dates for completion. 
 
  

o Funding sources for this phase include this request of Sound Transit and secured City 
funds of $50,000. 

30. Acknowledge responsibility for ongoing operations and maintenance costs: 

o Yes 

31. Is your funding request scalable? 

o No 

32. Please attach any additional files needed to answer the questions. File size limit: 20MB 

• 8. Delivery Plan 
33. Questions for all applicants: 

0. What is the current or anticipated level of environmental documentation for this 
project? Has documentation been approved? If not, provide anticipated date of 
completion. 

1. Will Right of Way (ROW) be required for this project? If yes, please discuss the extent 
the project schedule depends on ROW acquisition and your agency’s experience in 
conducting ROW acquisitions of similar size and complexity. 

2. Provide a brief overview of potential risks with this project, their potential impact, 
and mitigation strategies. 

o The City of Sumner's plan for delivering this project is realistic and attainable. This 
project is already included on the City's Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program 

https://surveygizmoresponseuploads.s3.amazonaws.com/fileuploads/190276/4834904/92-b93ed039311d6cf8dda50b611df4af91_Budget.xlsx


and Comprehensive Plan. It enjoys Council endorsement and was identified as a priority 
through extensive community outreach for Sumner's recent Parks & Trail Plan update. 
This request of PE/Design will allow the City to seek construction funds with a shovel 
ready project with a great impact to the residents of the Rivergrove area and beyond.  
The City anticipates going through the NEPA process as a documented categorical 
exclusion. This will be part of the PE/Design phase. Environmental documentation is not 
anticipated to delay the project. 
There will be a Right of Way (ROW) element to this project. WSDOT has provided a 
letter of support with standard requirements. The City will be working with the property 
owner(s) on the north end of the bridge to address their ROW element. The City of 
Sumner is experienced with conducting ROW acquisitions of various sizes and 
complexities. The PE/Design phase does not depend on the ROW portion of the project.  
Risks associated with this request are low because it is for PE/Design only. Funding 
sources include this request to Sound Transit and secured City funds. WSDOT will need 
to issue a general permit in the construction phase of the project but have been positive 
towards the project and provided a letter of support. We do not anticipate any delays in 
the design phase. 

34. Questions for applicants seeking PE/Design funding: 

4. Identify PE/Design milestones associated with the project, including anticipated 
activities and expected dates of completion for each milestone. 

5. When will the PE/Design phase be complete? 
o Milestones for this PE/Design phase include: 

• Consultant Selection – October 2019 
• Conceptual Design – April 2020 
• 30% Design – July 2020 
• 90% Design – October 2020 
• 100% Design Complete – February 2021 
The PE/Design phase is anticipated to be completed within 15 months of funding. 

35. Questions for applicants seeking Construction funding: 

7. Provide an engineer’s estimate for project cost. 
8. Identify the relevant permits needed for the project and when they are scheduled to 

be acquired. 
9. Provide the date when plans, specifications, and estimates will be submitted for 

approval. 
10. When is the project scheduled to go to ad? 
11. When is the project scheduled to be substantially complete? 

36. Questions for applicants seeking non-capital funding: 

12. Please describe the project implementation schedule including key milestones. 
13. Please describe your ability to fund operations once System Access Funds are 

expended. 



14. Please identify any performance measures the project is intending to achieve, which 
are not identified in the above application. 

37. Please attach any additional files needed to answer the questions. File size limit: 20MB 

• 9. Additional information 
38. Describe any additional aspects of your project not requested in the evaluation factors 
that could be relevant to the final project recommendation and decision-making process. 
  

39. Please include any relevant additional materials. File size limit: 20MB 

SubmitBack
 

System Access Fund Application 
Thank You! 
This page confirms the receipt of your Application in the System Access Fund 2019 Call for Projects. For 
more information about the current Call for Projects schedule, see the System Access Fund page on 
Sound Transit’s website. Sound Transit staff will be in touch with the contact person on the Application 
with any questions and regarding next steps. 
 
Thank you! 

 

https://www.soundtransit.org/system-expansion/creating-vibrant-stations/connecting-to-stations/system-access-fund
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